[A case of pulmonary nontuberculous mycobacteriosis aggravated during treatment with etanercept for rheumatoid arthritis].
A 81-year-old woman with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) was admitted to our hospital because of a productive cough and bloody sputum. She had been treated with etanercept, a tumor necrosis factor (TNF) antagonist, for 9 months before admission. A chest CT scan on admission showed small nodules, bronchiectasis and consolidations in bilateral lung fields. A diagnosis of pulmonary nontuberculous mycobacteriosis (NTM) was established by positive cultures for Micobacterium intracellulare both in her sputum and bronchial secretions obtained by bronchoscopy. It has been reported that bacterial pneumonia, tuberculosis (TB) and pneumocystis pneumonia (PCP) occur during treatment with etanercept or infliximab. However, there were few reports of NTM in post-marketing surveys of etanercept or infliximab in Japan. As pulmonary is NTM related to treatment with etanercept or infliximab and may progress rapidly with few drugs effective against NTM, we should be aware of pulmonary NTM as well as TB and PCP in the treatment of RA with etanercept or infliximab.